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Spring 2015 Gothic Novel Second Paper 
 
For this paper assignment, you will again do a close reading of two specific scenes or moments in our texts that you 
think are interesting and significant.  These might be scenes from two different books or scenes from within the same 
book.  You may write about The Castle of Otranto, The Monk, Edgar Huntly, or Frankenstein, or any combination of 
two of these.  There is one exception: you should NOT write about a book you have already discussed in the first 
paper.  If you have a strong desire to write about a book that you discussed in the previous paper, come talk to me 
BEFORE you begin writing. 
 
In many ways, this paper is a second chance – I’m asking you to do the same things that you did with the previous 
paper, but now you have the benefit of my comments and suggestions from the first paper, so hopefully you have a 
better idea of what to do.  Please, please, please, for your sake and mine, read the comments on your first paper 
thoroughly, and consider them as you develop this paper.  If there’s a comment on your paper that you don’t 
understand, don’t just ignore it – come talk to me about it!  You should definitely work on improving things that I 
pointed out as issues in your previous paper.  Perhaps a stronger thesis?  Better organization?  More quotes?  Better 
introduction and discussion of quotes?  MLA style?  [I will be seriously put out by MLA style issues at this point in the 
semester, and I cannot be held responsible for any papers that are mangled or otherwise harmed due to sloppy MLA 
style.]  Take a look at your strengths and weaknesses on the previous paper and work to improve. 
 
As before, you’ll want to look for interesting, engaging scenes that show us something --  a turn in the plot, a change in 
a character, a switch in the power balance.  This is a close reading assignment, which means that you will need to pay 
attention to the tone, style, and nuances of the specific language in the text.  You’ll want to focus on specific words 
and images to explain why a particular scene is so important. 
 
This paper is due in class on TUESDAY MARCH 31st.  
 
The paper will be a MAXIMUM of five pages.  Within that page limit, you MUST USE QUOTES from the text 
describing each scene, and pay careful attention to the details provided. You should include a works cited list at the 
end.  The paper must be in MLA style.   
 
Possible approaches: 
§ Choose two characters and compare/contrast their behaviors or appearances.   
§ Compare/contrast two similar settings (convents, bedrooms, etc.). 
§ Choose two exchanges between characters; scenes like arguments, threats, expressions of love, expressions of 

hate, or discovery are all good choices. 
 
DO NOT focus on plot summary!  You DO NOT need to tell me everything that happens in the story, or even 
everything that leads up to this particular scene.  Focus on YOUR ARGUMENT. 
 
Your paper must have a clear thesis that is specific and focused.  The thesis should give the reader a “roadmap” to the 
paper that follows.  You will want to consider various organizational structures; carefully consider which 
organizational scheme will be most useful and clear. 
 
You DO NOT need to do outside research for this paper.  If you use outside sources, be sure to cite them; however, I 
expect that the only sources you will be using are the novels themselves, which should appear in your works cited list.  
Do not plagiarize.  Serious consequences, the likes of which Matthew Lewis never dreamed, will result. 
 
Please refer to the handout for the previous paper for additional reminders and hints.  Also, on the back of this page, I 
have listed some of the most common issues that came up in the papers; these are things I will be looking for you to 
have improved in the next round!  Everyone can benefit from a quick review of these issues!   
 
As always, feel free to e-mail me with questions, concerns, or drafts.  When e-mailing drafts, be sure to paste the text 
of your draft directly into the body of the e-mail (no attachments!).  
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Most common errors/issues with the First Paper 
(i.e., please fix these for the second paper!) 

 
1) MLA style.  Seriously, it’s not that hard.  Here are some examples of properly cited quotes from a made-
up, totally imaginary source: 
 
In the short story “The Day the Students Listened,” Professor Llahsram [she’s Welsh] tells her students, “it’s 
totally necessary to include an introductory phrase that tells the reader who is speaking!” (Marshall 212).  
Her use of “totally” shows that she is still trapped in the ‘80s.  Also, she is actually yelling at her students (as 
evidenced by the exclamation mark), which probably isn’t a positive pedagogical choice.  But really, what 
she was trying to do was illustrate that writers need to do three things when using quotes: 1) properly 
introduce them 2) properly punctuate/cite them and 3) follow up after them with analysis and 
discussion.  And she just did all three! 
 
In that same story, the professor goes on this long diatribe about the Works Cited page: 

The words “Works Cited” should appear top center of your page.  You can put the works cited list at 
the end of your final page of your paper’s text; there is no need to use a new sheet of paper. You 
should also note that you DO NOT number the entries in a works cited list.  They appear in 
alphabetical order.  Also, use a HANGING INDENT for each entry (meaning after the first line, each 
successive line for the same entry is indented).  If you’re using Word, go to “Format,” then 
“Paragraph,” and under “Indentation” you will find an option “Special” that includes “Hanging 
Indent.”  Use it.  (Marshall 514) 

The way she uses all caps shows that she is getting agitated and trying to emphasize the mistakes that 
students most frequently make.  She got really angry about it all, and finally, she was carried off to the 
asylum.  And then her students felt bad, and they never, ever made a mistake in MLA style again. 
 
Things to note: for quotes longer than 4 typed lines, you use “block quote” format, which I have illustrated 
above.  For all other quotes, use the top example.  Please, please, please use proper MLA style in your 
citations.  For your works cited list, you just follow the rules in your handbook.  You don’t have to memorize 
those rules.  You need to use the handbook – you can find it FREE online, even!  I’m a fan of the Purdue 
OWL (Online Writing Lab): https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/ They show you how to do just 
about every kind of citation/works cited item you could possibly need. 
 
2) Work on having a strong, clear thesis statement that then matches the organization of your paper.  Try an 
OUTLINE to help you put that organization together and get it in the best, most logical order.  Having a 
strong organizational plan will help you to develop TRANSITIONS between your paragraphs and points, 
which helps develop the strength and clarity of your argument.  It is likely that I have written a note like 
“JUMP!” or “transition?” somewhere in your paper, indicating that perhaps there is a jump in logic/topic at 
this point, and that you could do more to lead your reader by the hand to your next element/point/quote. 
 
3) Sentence-level clarity was an issue at times for just about everyone.  If you see any of these terms in your 
margins: awk, awkward, unclear, clarity, or ?, or ??? or huh?, then I had trouble parsing your sentence(s) 
and figuring out what precisely you were saying.  Here are some suggestions: 
a) Learn proper semi-colon usage (it’s my favorite piece of punctuation, so make sure you use it correctly!).  
Look it up in a grammar handbook; you’ll be glad you did. 
b) Try reading your paper aloud, or have someone else read it.  You will catch errors, and when you (or your 
reader) stumble(s), there’s a good chance that there is something messed up about your sentence structure. 
c) Use your spell-check (but carefully!) and your grammar check.  They will help you identify problems.  
Also, fix them. 


